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his first appointment as vice-consul at Lisbon under his
famous uncle Barthelemy de Lesseps. In 1828 he was
transferred to Tunis, where his father was at this time
Consul-General. Thus he had the good fortune in the
early years of his service to be helped and instructed
by the two men whom he honoured most.
He had a proper pride in his career. " How many
things a man must know to make a good consul,"
Talleryrand had said, " for his duties are endless in
their variety, and quite of a different character from
those of other officials of the Foreign Office; they
demand a mass of practical knowledge for which
special education is required. Consuls should be able
to fulfil, in the event of necessity, the duties of judge,
arbitrator, and reconciler. They must be able to do
the work of a notary, sometimes that of a commissioner
of the navy. They have to look after sanitary matters,
and from them is expected, owing to their general
relations, a clear idea of the state of trade and naviga-
tion, and of the industry peculiar to their place of
residence."
Mathieu de Lesseps was nearing the end of his
pilgrimage; but it must have been a great joy to him
to watch his son's rapid progress and to note in him
those fine qualities which he himself had displayed so
conspicuously. Circumstances had kept father and
son apart in those early formative years, yet nothing
seemed lacking in the young man's character. He was
clean living and transparently honest; he had the
courage, the directness, the doggedness and the strong
sense of duty of the De Lesseps. At the same time
he had in him an inheritance from the maternal side,